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FRAMES FROM THE PAST

The Gustin family had a reunion in Glen Ullin in 1923 with the Rev. Arno Gostin 0.5.8., who was then a newly ordained Catholic priest.
Gustin went on [o became president of St John's University, Collegeville, Minn., and Mary College. Shown, leff to right, are Mrs.
Jochim (Eugenia Gustin) Schantz, Jochim Schantz, Mrs. Matt (Susan Wetsch) Schantz, Matl Schantz, Arne Gustin, his parents , John
Giustin audj:d’rmjfuﬁn (Gertrude Schmidt), Mrs. Mathias (Anna Maria Gustin) Schaaf. The plote was submitted by Joe and Rose
Hellman, &len iy, I

Andrew Emiter and his
family posed In front of
their homesiead [2
miles southeas! of Glen
Uilin In 192 Shown,
lefi b0 right, are An-
drow, John, Mrs. An-
drew (Elizahath
Hellman) Emter, Paul
Kabilansky (holdin
the horses), the mn?g
man, Veronica, Mrs
Adam (Flora Emier),
Mrs. Matt (Magdalen
Emier}) Schaf, Jr.,
Mrs. John (Rose
Emter) Reiss, Mrs. Al
onse (Flasser and
ihe Emier.

Farwest encourages your commenis and tas for Frames from the Past,
FARWEST NEEDS MORE OF YOUR PH FOR FUTURE EINTIONS. Fhotos
metst be 20 vedars or older. Please mail them to Farwest, The Bismarck Tritsne, PO,
Box 1498, Blsmarck, N.D.58502, Include a self-addressed eavelope,
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FRAMES FROM THE PAST

Famlly iook buggy lnp from Glen Ullin to Flasher




Adam Forster, retired Richard-
ton farmer and rancher, insists
that the early days in this sestion
had many advantages over present
timea even though there were
many hardships to be encountered
in pioneer times of Stark.

Foremost among Mr. Forster's
recollections of events In this see-
tlon was hls experience in operat-
ing a threshing machime all
through this territory.

purchased
For the next 11 years, Mr, Forster
traveled about
fall, threshing grain. There were
only four rigs in a large territory
here,

The fathor would go around the
country in a horse and buggy be-
fore the zeason opensd and con-
tract for the threshing work. When
the season started, the machine
would probably start semewhers
around Glen Ullin and  wind up
near Dickinson.

Long Hauls X

A schedule would be planned to
make the' moves from one job to
the next asz short as possible, Even
with planning, some of the moves
were long ones, especially when
the separator was hauled by oxen.

Because of the scarcity of ma-
chines, the distances baiwesn
farms, and the slow mode of travel,
threshing season was extended far
beyond that of the present era of
more and smaller machines and
extensive use of combines,

At firat, Mr,
hrother, Jake, worked with their
father. Later, they bought the rig
themselves and continued  the
work., Threshing, Mr, Forster ex-
plains, was not 4 way Lo get rlch
quickly, but it did bring o falr In-
come durlng the scason.

Farmer Had Crew

Generally, the farmer whose crop
wias being threshed was responsible
for providing men. The Forsters
carried a full crew oniy one sca-
son. For the rest of the time, they
had only these meén who were es-
sential to the machinery. Bundle
and grain haulers were not in the
contract.

Mr. Forster received four cents
a bushel for threshing wheat. The
season lasted about twe months.
Thera was very little shooking na
wheat was all stacked to protect it
against rain and snow. Sometimes,
cwinter would set in before thresh-
+ing was completed and the stacks
had to be bulit to keep the grain
In good shape until spring.

Biggest loss in grain  stacked
over winter was from mice. Mr.
Forster explaing he haz zeen many
stacks riddled by the rodemts,

Interesting Personalities
Adam Forster, Richardton,

Tells of Early Threshing

In 1832, his father, Jecob Forster, |
a threshing machine, |

the country each’

Forater and his .

L&l

The threshing engine was a
straw-hurner and presented some-
ing of & fire hatard where stacks
were close together, Mr. Forster
recalls at least one narrow escape
when sparks blew onto a stack of
wheat. He happened to notleas
smoke form the top of the stack,
grabbed a bucket and hit the fire
first shot, thus saving what would
have been a lot of fire fighting
work a few minutes later.

Cold Was Hardshlp

Cold also was an enemy of the
threshers. Mr. Forster tells of
crawling out of his bed in & straw-
stk many mornings te find frost
or snow on the ground. One fall
when they were threshing at the
Joe Christen place, they had to
thaw oput the hose on the water
tank before they could get water
inte the engine boiler.

In ome instance, they completed
threshing & place about supper
time on a Baturday, Their next job
was a few stacks on a farm seven
miles away. Te wind up the work,
they moved the separator with
oxen to the new location, set up
the machine and threshed by the

light of lanterns.

With strenuocus work, they man-
aged to finish the job late that
night. After sitting around for a
short while, they went to bed. In
the morning, snow was piled all
around the machine and they were
unable to moave it

Born in Russia

Born near Sults, Russia, Jan. 15,

1869, Mr. Forster attended school

there. In 1880, to  get away from
compulsory military service, the
family moved to the United States.
They arrived In Hebron Now, 7,
1860, and late that fall moved to
Richardtan,

For the first few years, Mr, Fors.
ter helped his father raise sheep
and worked on other farms around
Richardton. In 1867, he established
his ewn homestead elght miles
north of Richardton.

‘While herding sheap, Mr. Forster
lived in four different sod shacks
One shack had  to be abandoned
when  the range around it was
burned out.

Cold Killed Sheep

In 1886 durlng the extremo cold,
they took some of the shoap inta
the house to sawve them. The sod
shack was too warm however. Mr.
Forster explalns that when the
sheep were turned out agaln, they
fell as though they were shot as
seon as the cold air struck them
and never got up agaim.
| Boow began falling In November
\of 1886, Mr. Forster reports, snd

I "people of that section were using

sleighs for u full flve months be-
cause the snow was so deep.

From 1806 to 1913, Mr Forster
had a livery barn, ln Richardton.
During thess years, there was a
large influx of land sechers and
teams were conatantly in demand.
Sometimes there weren't enough
rigs to go around.

1851 Crops Good

Crops ip 1801 were even better
than this vear, Mr. Forster relates.
On his father’s place, wheat wenk
42 bushels to the scre in atubble
field and 50 bushel to the acre on
some plowed land. AR

Mov. 18, 1891, Mr. Forster marci-
ed Misz Anne Hallmen at Richard-
ton, They have 10 children, Ferdi-
nand, farming north of Richard-
ton; Johm, Richardton mnehn.;'uu-:
Adam, Richardtom gas station;
Mrs. Tony Hisxen, Richardton; Mrs.
Cliff Dixen, Butte, Mont.; Val, &
barber at Roberts, Mont.; Mrs.
Nick Weehler, Bismarck; Raymaond,
a butcher in Richardton: Hilde-
gard, Sioux City, In. and Nick,
farming near Richardton.

Among other experiences, Mr
Forster was a counzilman in Rich-

ardton for Many years
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~ FAMILY OF ALBIN A. BEGGER (LUCILLE FORSTER)

LUCILLE FORSTER BEGGER _ (born) AUGUST 18, 1929
ALBIN A. BEGGER (husband) (born) NOVEMBER 32,1928
ATBIN AND LUCILLE WERE MARRIED OCTOBER 8, 1951
CHILDREN

———————————

TTAN NICHOLAS BEGGER (born) JANUARY 26, 1953

TARRELL RAYNMOND BEGGER (born) JANUARY 15, 1934
WAYNE MICHAEL BEGGER (born) MAY 31, 1955
GERARD ANTHONY BEGGER( born) JUNE 23, 1959
MAXINE MARIE BEGGER ( born) AUGUST 3, 1965

ALAN AND ELAINE WICKA WERE MARRIED SEPTEMBER 30, 1972

CHILDREN

__—.*ﬂ

TRACEY ANN BEGGER(born) MARCH 2, 197y
NICOLE DAWN BEGGER (born) MARCH 10, 1974
AMY MICHELLE BEGGER( born) NOVEMBER 3, 1976

TARA ELIZABETH BEGGER( born) JUNE 8, 1981 ' <
( ALAN AND ELAINE ARE EXPECTING ANOTHER CHILD ANY TIME NOW, SO WILL LET |\
ELAINE WICKA BEGGER (ALAN®S WIFE) (born) APRIL 11, 1958 YOU KNOW)

It I_:-

SON, ALAN 15 THE ONLY ONE MARRIED, THE OTHER CHILDREN ARE S5INGLE

AS OF YET.
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