


RESEARCH FROM NORMA

Did you ever wonder why thousands of Germans came to America

from Russia?

In 1764 Catherine the Great, the German Princess ruling
Russia, issued one of the most enticing colonization promises in
history: 'Any German subject consenting to settle in my Russia
will be given land practically free and will be ensured freedom
of worship, freedom from taxation, self-rule within your own
German settlement, freedom to conduct education in your own

language and perpetual freedom from military service'.

When Catherine Died in 1796 her promises to her German
settlements were forgotten and they became subjects of the Tsar
and subject to his government. Thus the mass emigrations to the

United States of America. Interesting, huh?



HISTORICAL INFORMATION FROM NORMA

"Emigration from Germany to Russia in the Years 1763 to 1862"
by Karl Stumpp.

"From Catherine to Khruschev" by Adam Giesinger.

"The Black Sea Germans in the Dakotas" by George Rath

For almost a century German people streamed into the vast Russian
empire and established themselves in more or less enclaved areas of
settlement on the Volga, near Petersburg, in the Black Sea region,

and in South Caucasus. Basic to the entire emigration in the
period was the manifesto of the Ewpress Catherine II issued July
22, 1763. The wmost important stipulations contained in the

ordinance were: The Free exercise of religion, exemption from land
ttaxes for 10 - 30 years and for 10 years in the cities, Interest-
free loans for the purchase of equipment, Exemption from military
service for "unlimited time", Self Administration of the community
and the school, Free apportionment by the Crown of 30-80
*dessiatine of land to each family. Russia was sparsely populated
and the new land had to be opened up, there was na need of capable
and industrious workers, above all, farmers. Having explained the
reasons that led the HRussian governments ot offer favorable
conditions of settlement in Russia, we need to examine the reasons
that occasioned {the emigration of so many Germans from their
homeland. They can be summed up: Political reasons - military
service, foreign occupations, wars, suppression by their own
governments or ruling princes. Economic reasons - crop failures,
high taxes, vyear of famine and lack of living space. Religious
reasons - especially in Waurttemburg. Personal reasons - relations
of kinship with princely houses, relationship with earlier
emigranis.

Almost exactly a century after Lthe first Germans had settled in
Russia came the earliest of a series of HRussian legislative
enactments which affected the colonists adversely and led many of
them Lo leave Russia Lo seek new homes in North and South America.
The process beyan in the reign of Alexander I1 and continued under
Alexander III wilh Russilicalion measures designed to assimilate
Lhe colonists inlo Lhe Russian peasantry. [t went Lo extremes
under the last Tsar, just before and during the war, with measures
of economic discrimination, confiscation of property and even
deportation to the east (Germany).

* A Russian unit of land measure is agqual to 2.7 acres





































































































































































----- ADAM FORSTER PARENTS ------

Jacob Forster, Sr.

Father of Adam Forster, 5r.

Born in Village of Sulz, Beresan, Odessa, Russia

Born in April 15, 1841

Died February 10, 1911 at Richardton

Came to America, Richardton, ND May 1891

Married to Eva Freisz

Adam Forster Sr., forefathers emigrated from Hersheim
Germersheim Rheinpflaz, Germany to Russia. Adam's
great grandfather, also named Adam was a pioneer settler.

Eva (Maria Eva) Freisz Forster

Wife of Jacob Forster, Sr.

Mother of Adam Forster, Sr.

Came to America, Richardton, ND May 1891

Born May 15, 1845 in Landau, Beresan, Odessa, Russia
Died April 26 1921 in Richardton

Eva’'s father was Franz Friesz

In 1909, Jacob Forster and Eva Freisz built chapel in St.
Mary's cemetery in Richardton, ND

--------- ANNA HELLMAN PARENTS --------

Johann {John) Hellmann

Born October 16, 1847, near Karlsruhe, Russia

John is son of Peter Hellman who was son of Michael
Hellmann

Original colonist who emigrated from Germersheim
Rheinpfalz, Germany to Russia; Michael arrived in Russia,
August 15, 1809

Peter was born September 27, 1823

Wife Julianna Stebrier, horn October 30, 1826

John married Magdalena Geiger, born May 6, 1852 at

Halbstadt, Russia
Died August 10, 1925 at Richardton
John died February 9, 1915 at Richardton

Magdalena Geiger Hellmann

Wife of John Hellmann

Daughter of Michael Geiger and Margaretha Steckler
Born May 6, 1852 at Halbstadt, Russia (Karlsruhe)
Died August 10, 1925 at Richardton

She was the mother of Anna (Hellman) Forster
Came to America 1891













































































































